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Abstract

A Study of the Conceptions
of Liberation Theology's Salvation

Prof, Dr. Bok-Soo Lee

Liberation theology is a representative theology of various
political theologies and was formed through the state of political
and econcmical oppression in Latin America, Therefore it is a
theclogy which concentrates the Bible upon the theme of
liberation from situations of cppression, Owing to the situation of
Latin America, philosophical thoughts of humanism, secularism
and optimism were added to i, The more concrete influences
on it was theclogical elements as secular thoughts of liberal
theology and the decisions of Vatican Il in which the Roman
Catholic churches emphasized the church's social activities, This
Liberation Theclogy expressed many differences from orthodox
teachings of many theclogical themes, Especially the differences
in opinion between Liberation Theology's Conéeption of salvation
and orthodox teachings of salvation are distinct, Liberation
Theology's conception of salvation emphasizes salvation as
political liberation in which social salvation, salvation of the whole
man or of all present situations of man, universal salvation, and
salvation within history were formed as its core points, Liberation
theology's point of view of salvation concentrates on an
improvement of social evis because of ils conceptions of

salvation as an accomplishment of an ideal society through
solving the problems of oppression and exploitation. Then social
evils are only a phenomenon or result of sin, so that Liberation

: Theology’s salvation is not related with any solution to the

_éssence of sin itself. In this trend Liberation Theology

-émphasized Josus Christ as the liberator rather than the

fedeemer, Therefore the church's work for salvation is to do
éCt'ivi’iies according to the example of Jesus as the liberator,
This ieaching of Liberation Theology's salvation is different from
the salvation which is given from God through Jesus. On that

ground it is very important for the true teaching of salvation to
" be proclaimed,

Keywords

+political theology, liberation theology, secularism, optimism,

- liberalism,
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1. AarEA

drjola whgel  sfpbAEK(Liberation Theology)e A=) Alet
(Political Theology)9] tjifzle] Aelo =z Uu|zich D ehlzlo s
gAldetelEtar b we] splAIs) Hwle) Elalsk(Black
Theoloy), 2831 ghkxe]l F548HMinjung Theology)o] 7)o
&3ty Azllstold AAHL Aol oJFte] AfslA EBslm
= ARFEE 228 PO HER} AR S1Hnew man)
o] A 37] g omold Elame] WAAE MFESR= A%t
Hel Almeleh2 Alste) oleiet Alm A FAN o
Goleks Aol 29e ol siek Assjels Fgon
Vol gtoll QIgleh. oleldh BAAetel wetg Hhe Apbas
o] 71Eae] HFAA A5 b2 948 9A e 5 girt

spgaleto] gl en ojhit: gl 24HE g A4S

sialeleis Yae Ads] 9ol drke FAglew s 9
ol 24¢ B YFMATE AolE BEhIA W, Hus
e Aok /EI} ABALE eler HmpEe) Fo|

v ool maE mald 3 Attt e (M Div), AZENE Free Church College
of  Scotlancl{Post-Dip, Th),  Aberdeen  University{Th.M.), 28|32  Potchefstroom
University{Th, D)ol A HdlA 243 AF9ct, ZEUSH 7S] (Mission For All Nations)
E, $mEEFel Anaey g, nidEan /4%, Andray, dug 9%,
ey gy, nEFe =37 52 d9gion, 4 ARGz A B
A47 2 A, xAdgRanE gy, dAREEdqd Eo2 4rn )
o AMER CAEEZE, |, THRe) oo, | el o FuldmE, | s vek 7]
saduel A, faEsade ufe gy, Mol ZElawsl | Mushlds -
ey $9 vl 2o gle,

spAlsteld Rddee FU9 g W8S o8 FAES, F A=)AEHPolitcal Theology),
o] 21%(Theology of Revolution} Zelm FaldhRevolutionary Theology) To2
HEa) oyl 7 22 A WAolt), ekl spdashe Ralagtel dlEEg W
Ao R FHATY FPAEE 2o} 71289 ashdl2 =(Johannes Mersl =2¢] 7
AuAa) fz270 FEvK]irgen Moltmann)g& 2 4 9ItHGerard Berghoef and Lester
Dekoster, Liberation Theology, TR o, sfgdeiAS: Aol T48AL, 1984), p.9,

2) Jirgen Motman, "Political Theclogy", Theolagy Today, XXVIII(April, 1961), p.8,
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o] Wastx] ext 5333 sbalete] 7)9E dEEs o] #

a3tk 71 el spialste) THEL AAH odgtel HEe
AN Fashl drie AN 2EE REE Bl

FAE7) diEelct. wekA spbalste] JidE Fetel 1A
THE0] e olshet thadl "AHE 2 el |l Hl

A et 5 g Zlolth oAl ZIglelN BrelAle WS
FlzE o] apgAlttel TR APEES TR el A
3ol Bs sl BEd Boft Wk B =R shiils

o TR0 E3E AESS LIRS ALt Sgtolelst
& %t AANGe] 5B Bz olg) MISE df dex
e Uldg B9 7o 2dz db lsa uE edvs

e EES g geks AS WRS AgE Egel A

o] & i=o] WlE A8Hg AR mshbet o) 7]
£ 7lekt,

2. SAIske) A
CSpaske AAEA) wule) Bt Agteld wAR Aow

AAe] Fhd gaidel olh okl g ASE sk 32

g pole] AlEE ZEske A SHICEY ol2F FF uhEe]

3) G.Gutibirez, A Theology of Liberation(London: SCM, 1974), p.15.,
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subalshe T a(praxisEls PFolze Edsi=w, 24 o) Bz} FElolelzae] Agke] ddke wHcEY TE =T}
& offl AgE Allste] Yehh=s Zatg oAl 2lgshs dus YA o)BE RIS osa AREle] skl TEE HHH
B g Bkl At &l WEE olFo] Ul A o2 wgazled oM F83 olRhRs <14 et
A2 ik Aok sfutilshe dimEshe skl FE o) weh spatste mlaasFele] Zehas WEHES BUT 4

(G, Gutiérrez) T THEY o] T@AAE 485h= sHAlEke] I ZAlo] Rl dl%(revolutionary activity)-& AFEsE A
F29e Pzwh B4 WA Qe

- epalste wat 2] £%g Asta 3] glslel sl of
& AA AN FlFol V1EF e A FE
dzol ols “Foligel AUE Aotk AL Fhidel ¥
o] AReRE AR SNl ATl kgl Balol ¥ Row
et 2 wleka] spkateke. 2 FAE ol WiAdo] oy
olxe] el BuF 4z shAE Al did 4RHe A
g ey 538 ofela sigAIste] ARl e ol
A g Elawe W STiEA 2R g oleid
AmSs wrlw SAlehe thest o] Heldut ol

AALE ZEalA 9)of] vlgA ] vk (reflection). 2 ZA] 2]
AL AR AT IR Agbe). &, glR]
S AR HEY Ageln) wela] ms|elA
42 o) 2lze Flisa mhis ot i
AT Algto]m, AAE wh, el oA
SEA] o3, AAE "ﬂ@]"i?lh el dols @3t
S s Asjold, shbd LR epsol dol) A}
WHoZ shEka gl Algtolt} o

S olefdl bl mealag oloftiolg vlEmsF
2R S Aok vhzaszee] glojx Zehile] of
lelol sle) Asakel m7EA A, 344 2eln
Al AFREL FEAlsla AAE Urisd Ze3 deE A2
Aot ofefdt Lepals oolriols} AlEiall tha vhEasF

S 1960aTR %4 NEg 29l spfalge @l ol
et AR, AxE aEln STl BAE A =
7w ':in-s— AolFa ot dAl= AlslE B
EY) 98 BEE AW e gprlel #AE sas

“8) LA Kirk, Lberation Theology{atlanta: john Knox Press, 1979), p.26,
4 W, R Le Roy, Liberation Theology - Gospel of Murx, Reformation Review (Vol.26, :_9) H.Antonides, Stones for  Bread: The Social  Gospel  and Its Contemporary
1981), p.197, ¢ Legacy(Ontarior Paideia Press, 1985), p.173. :
3) R.M Brown, Theology in a New Key(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1978), p.72; _1_0) Stephen  Patlison, Pastoral Care and  Liberaton  Theology(Cambridge: Cambridge
D.lane, (ed}, Liberation Theology(Bristol: Bristol Typesetting Go, Lid, 1977), p.1¢. - University Press, 1994}, p.32,
6) Gutiérrez, A Theofogy of Liberation, p.15. 11} Humberte Belli & Ronald Nash, Bepond Liberation Theclogy(Grand Rapidst Baler
7} H.M.Conn, Theologics of Liberations: An Overview & Toward a Common View{Grand ~ Book House, 1992), p.15.
Rapids: Baker Book House) Translaed into Korean by Chi Mo Hong(Seoul: Sung 12} Gutiérez, A Theology of Liberation, p.159.
Kwang Publishing Co, 1964), p.136, P.ESigmund, Zbemdon Theolgy at the 13) Antonides, op, o, p.161.
CrossroadsNew York: Oxford University Press, 1990}, p.34. 14) Gutiérrez, 4 Theology of Liberation, p149.
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Thert, oleldt Qoke] i voke apdalste) elEc) A4
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15) B. S, Lee, The Social Gospels View of Mission and Is Impact on the Botmenical
Movement and Liberation Theology(Potchefstroom University, 1994), p.263,

3.1 AEEHY a2l

Ak wole] B AlEel ol WA WA
o}, 1070n)e] T1Ale] Aleteel e sl = s
Algke- 195039k 1960 drhe] dwlell A wiEat kAl %

dA EiEe] Aelm Uk diEA ASEAE Ay, ¥l

&, 5, nSe] BA, oy AR B RA o]FolF]
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A3 S RS B BE S ghs PR JPT ARE A
ol A AolS THEO] W10 Jpde AES s
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ol e s gl dgelgint 1 TeiE] BAjel el
- ofalgol M AgEme Hzhde Aedw Tsud HFH Aw
:51915} 18) :
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gmle] AHRE oM ofghl T ZaF RJUE Fhedl SRt
J_-C 2oz Exjob @E F© Aotk olEgl AR diste] FR2
2. Comblin)-& Pno] Apde Asola} o] HE, dx

o) AAA H Al vlse] A Alwel AAA gz 2
& Aux Ao skl olEicia AHarh e SAIse

=) AR FE dBR(G. Gatierrez) 7} gule] AkgEe)

EAlS]) 94He gcleRA @t the Ukl st A4

A, AHEE, XA 2En e oEed AW AL

.'16) L.Cormie, Liberation and Salvation: A First World View, The Challenge of Liberation

Theclogy, Brain Mahan & Dale Richesin, {ed), (New York: Orbis Books, 1984), p.26,

17) O.E Costas, Christ Outside the Gate{New York: Orbis Books, 1982), p.34.

18) E.A Ninez, Liberation Theology(Chicago! Moody Press, 1985}, p,28,

19) J.Comblin, The Church in Latin America, 4 New Missionary. Era, Flanagan, P., (ed.),
(New York: Qrbis Books, 1979), p.35. Sigmund, op.ot, p.32. J.M.Bonino, Toward 2
Christian Poiftical Ethics(London: SCM, 1983}, pp.58f 32,
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20) Gutiérrez, A4 Theology of Libemtion, p.26.

21) Antonides, op.ait,, p.182.

22) LB Jorge, latin-America Liberation Theology: Pastoral Action as the Basis for the
Prophetic Task, 7he Pustor as Prophet, Shelp, E. E, & Sundedand, R, H_, (ed,), {New
York! The Pilgrim Fress, 1985), p,138,

23) EANida, Communication of the Gospel in Lain AmedcdCoernavaca: Centro
Interculural de Documentacion, 1969), pp.45, 92f,

24) E.AN(nez, The Theology of Liberation in latin America, Evangelical Review of
Thealogv(Vol 3, 1979), p.44.
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'.25) Gutiérrez, A Theology of Liberation, p.295,

26 Gutiérez, A Theology of Liberation, p,177.

“27} J.H.Cone, Christian Faith and Political Praxis, The Clhallenge of Liberation Theology,
Brain Mahan & Dale Richesin, (ed}, {(New York: Orbis Books, 1984), p,&0.

28) Niinez, The Theology of Liberation in latin Ametica, p.49.
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29)-W.BLe Roy, Liberation Theclogy, Reformatiof Review(Vol.24, 1979), p.193, W.RLe
Roy, Liberation Theology, Reformation Review{Vol.29, 1984), p.129,

30) A Neely, Liberation Theology in Latin America:
Missiology(Vol.6, 1978}, p.345,

31) D.lane, (ed.), op e, p, 10,

32) REOQWhite, The Changing Continuiy of Chustian Fthics Vol XBxeter: The
Paternoster Press, 1981), p,318, L.Paul, Afermatives to Christizn BefiefLondon: Hodder
and Stoughton, 1967}, p.13 &=z,

33} K.Bockmuehl, Humanism and the Kingdom of God, Evangefical Review of
Theologr(Vol 3, 1979), p.202,
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) Gutiérrez, A Theology of Liberation,, pp.60-68.
35) Cone, op.oit., pp.130, 154,
6) Le Roy, Liberation Theology, 1979, p.205014 A514
) .A.Heyns, Teolugie van die Revolusic(Kaapstad: Tafelberg, 1975), p.32,
} Le Roy, Liberation Theology, 1979, p.204ellA Agl&-
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39} Neely, op.cir,, p.35990A] AJele,

40} Neely, op.et,, p.359.

41} Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation, p 215,

42) E].Dunn, Missionary Theology: Founchtion in Development(Washington: University
Press of America, 1980), pp,199f Aghe-
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43) L.Boff, Church: Charisma and Power, Libemation Theology and the Instiutional
Chiirch, {trans.), John W. Diercksmeier, {(New York: Paulist Press, 1985}, p.1,
44) D.J.Bosch, Winess fo the WorddAtlant: John Knox Press, 1980}, p,214,

45) Costas, op.cit,, D129,
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